Singapore Children’s Society raised
$12m to help needy kids in last 2 years

Wallace Woon

About $12 million has been raised
to help needy children here since
the start of the Covid-19 pandemic
two years ago, as more businesses
and people dug deeper into their
pocketsto support them.

The Singapore Children’s Soci-
ety said yesterday that last year, a
record $6.4 million was donated
by 1,744 enterprises and individu-
als to two of its fund-raising initia-
tives.

In 2020, the charity collected
$5.6 million from 1,540 businesses
and individuals.

Its chairman, Mr Koh Choon
Hui, said at a donor appreciation
ceremony at the ParkRoyal on
Beach Road hotel: “In 2020, as Sin-
gapore was grappling with the real-
ities of living with Covid-19, chil-
dren felt confused and worried
about the ongoing uncertainties.

“In fact, over the past two years,
appeal for financial assistance has
been (greater) than (in) pre-Covid
times... a clear indication of how
the lower-income families have
been hit harder by the pandemic.”

In his speech at the event, Se-
nior Minister Teo Chee Hean, who
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is the charity’s patron, said: “Chil-
dren represent our hope and our
future. We want to do our best and
ensure the well-being of each and
every child, in particular, those in
need of care and protection.

“Going through tough times to-
gether is the true test of the
strength of our social fabric - how
well we take care of one another,
and give a helping hand to those
who have fallen behind, so that we
can overcome our difficulties and
progressas one asasociety.”

Mr Teo added that he was heart-
ened by the response for the organ-
isation’s two initiatives: the 1000
Enterprises for Children-in Need
and 1000 Philanthropists pro-
grammes, dubbed 1000E and
1000Prespectively.

The 1000E and 1000P, which
were launched in 2009 and 2014
respectively, saw participants’
ranks swell over the past two
years, according to Mr Koh.

The 1000E is made up of 635 en-
terprises, 60 of which had joined
last year, while the 1000P initia-
tive saw its membership grow to
1,109 individual donors, of whom
144 are new to the programme.

Pre-school education company
Maplebear, one of the society’s pa-
tron entreprises and its biggest

donor, raised $125,000 last year.

Maplebear chief executive Patri-
cia Koh said: “We used to raise the
funds through a carnival organ-
ised by the teachers but when
Covid-19 came, we were a little
stuck.

“We decided to let each of our
centres have their own initiative
to raise funds, such as our story
box initiative last year, where par-
ents donated a minimum of $25
for a shoe box that was used in a
learning activity with their chil-
dren.”

Individual donor Lim Han, 38,
and his wife, Madam Moon Ji-
young, 37, donated $30,000,
mostly from their wedding hong-
bao takings. The couple got mar-
ried last year.

“All the preparations had al-
ready been done, so we decided a
month before the wedding that
we would donate what our guests
were going to give us to the Chil-
dren’sSociety.

“We did not want to tell them be-
forehand in case it influenced the
amount they gave and we thought
it would be a way to raise aware-
ness,” said Mr Lim, who works in
the shipping industry.
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