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Visitors  to  the  Southern  Islands  
could  one  day  have  their  meals  
flown in from food and beverage es-
tablishments  in  Sentosa,  after  a  
drone food-delivery pilot took off 
on Tuesday.

The  trial,  which  sees  Sentosa  
Development Corporation (SDC) 
collaborating  with  ST  Engineer-
ing and foodpanda, aims to extend 
the reach  of  Sentosa’s  food and  
beverage (F&B) outlets to service 
customers  in  the  Southern  Is-
lands,  which  do  not  currently  

have such amenities.
Under the pilot, which runs till 

April 9, staff on St John’s Island – 
such as those working at the Singa-
pore Food Agency’s Marine Aqua-
culture Centre and the St John’s Is-
land National Marine Laboratory – 
will be able to order meals from 
more than 20 F&B establishments 
in  Sentosa  and  VivoCity  via  the  
foodpanda app.

The meals are then transported 
by foodpanda riders to a take-off 
point at Sentosa’s Tanjong Beach.

From there, a drone will take a 
seven-minute flight,  carrying the 
meals over about 4km to St John’s 
Island  to  be  retrieved  by  staff  

there.  Flights will  take place be-
tween 11am and 1pm for the trial.

The feasibility and operational re-
quirements of such drone food de-
liveries will be studied during the 
pilot, said SDC in a statement.

Mr Lee Cheh Hsien, a divisional 
director for planning at SDC, said 
yesterday  during  a  media  event  
that the drone trial has the poten-
tial  to  support  Sentosa’s  busi-
nesses and enhance the leisure ex-
periences of guests.

Last  October,  SDC  launched  a  
ferry service from Sentosa Cove to 
Lazarus  Island  –  which  is  con-
nected  to  St  John’s  Island  –  to  
broaden the range of leisure op-
tions for its guests.

“Should drone food deliveries be 
operationally  and  commercially  
feasible, we hope that this service 
can be extended to our guests visit-
ing the neighbouring Southern Is-
lands,” he said.

Mr Teong Soo Soon, vice-presi-
dent and head of unmanned air sys-
tems at ST Engineering, said that 
for the public to be able to enjoy 
such  services,  the  trial  partners  
will have to find a safe and secure 
location for the drones to land, and 
think about how the public can col-
lect their orders.

Having customers retrieve food 
from  the  drones  requires  more  

planning,  said Mr Teong,  due to  
concerns over safety and the poten-
tial for mishandling or damaging 
the drones.

While  the  drones  can  operate  
when it is drizzling, Mr Teong said 
they are susceptible to high wind 
conditions.

Mr Lee added that as trials have 
only just commenced, the partners 
will  have  to  further  study  when  
and if  the drone delivery service 
can be rolled out to the public, and 
whether  other  Southern  Islands  
could also be serviced.

Mr Miro Banovic, head of logis-
tics at foodpanda Singapore, said 
that for a group order for five to 
seven people on St John’s Island, 
each person can expect to pay be-
tween $6 and $8 in delivery fees.

There are also certain limitations 
on what can be ordered, he said. 
For  instance,  large  pizza  boxes  
may not fit on the drone, and bot-
tled drinks are preferred to pre-
vent spillage. Each drone can bear 
a load of up to 10kg.

Mr Banovic said that deliveries 
to the drone site from participat-
ing  restaurants  typically  take  
about 20 to 30 minutes, including 
food  preparation,  barring  bad  
weather and unexpected traffic.
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Local  ride-hailing  app  Tada  is  
matching the move by rival Gojek 
four  days  ago,  saying  yesterday  
that it is also imposing a “tempo-
rary driver’s fee” to help cushion 
higher fuel prices.

From April 4 to May 31, passen-
gers will have to pay an extra 50 
cents  for  shorter  trips  and  80  
cents  for  longer  ones.  The  fare  
hike will then be reviewed if fuel 
prices fall.

All eyes will now turn to Grab, 
the largest ride-hailing company 
here, which has yet to announce 
any fare changes despite pressure 
from some of its drivers.

The  Straits  Times  has  asked  
Grab if similar plans are being con-
sidered. It said previously that it is 
monitoring the situation and will 
continue to find ways to support 
its drivers, such as fuel rebates.

Tada’s statement yesterday said 
the driver’s fee will  be reflected 
separately from the ride fare in re-
ceipts so that the cost breakdown 
is transparent to passengers, and 
pledged that the entire increment 
will go to its drivers.

Trips with fares $18 and below 
will  have  an  extra  50  cents  
driver’s  fee tagged  on.  Fares  of  
$18.10 and above will draw an addi-
tional 80 cents.

For Gojek, its driver’s fee is 50 
cents for all trips under 10km and 
80  cents  for  longer  distances  
from March 31. It also raised start-
ing fares for all GoCar trips by 50 
cents, and by 80 cents for other 
trip types.

Mr Jonathan Chua, general man-
ager of Tada, said it is also starting 
a fuel rebate campaign of $10 per 
day for drivers who complete 19 
trips daily between April 4 and 17. 
“The temporary driver’s fee will of-
fer  some  respite  from  rising  
prices,” he added.

“This, coupled with the rebates 

from  the  driver  campaign,  we  
hope will help drivers mitigate the 
additional costs.”

He said Tada, like other compa-
nies,  is  trying  to  balance  fares  
without diminishing drivers’ liveli-
hoods by putting off passengers. 
“We are carefully calibrating this 
with additional fuel  rebates and 
rider  incentives  during  this  pe-
riod.”

Referring to the impact of the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, Tada 
cited  rising  pump  prices  that  
peaked  on  March  10,  when  the  
95-octane grade hit a high of $3.23 
per  litre.  Yesterday,  the  price  
dropped but was still above $3, 12 
per  cent  higher  than  it  was  a  
month ago.

Last month, before Russia’s inva-
sion,  all  taxi  companies  an-
nounced fare hikes – the first in 10 
years.  ComfortDelGro,  Trans-
Cab, Prime Taxi, Strides Taxi and 
Premier Taxis all raised flag-down 
fares and metered rates, citing in-
flationary  pressures  and  pump  
prices which had been rising since 
last year.

Global oil prices have been in-
creasing even before the Ukraine 
crisis as demand, not matched by 
supply, recovers from the lows of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Taxi and 
ride-hailing drivers said they have 
been  paying  twice  the  amount  
that they usually spent on fuel and 
are struggling to break even.

The number of taxi and ride-hail-
ing trips remains at about 80 per 
cent of pre-pandemic levels.
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A foodpanda delivery rider loading a drone with food. The drones can bear a 
load of up to 10kg. Due to their size and nature, there are certain limitations on 
what can be ordered. ST PHOTOS: NG SOR LUAN

Trial on involving drones flying from Tanjong 
Beach with food from Sentosa’s F&B outlets 

Ride-hailing app Tada 
follows Gojek to charge 
extra fee to help drivers
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About $12 million has been raised 
to help needy children here since 
the start of the Covid-19 pandemic 
two years ago, as more businesses 
and people dug deeper into their 
pockets to support them.

The Singapore Children’s Soci-
ety said yesterday that last year, a 
record $6.4 million was donated 
by 1,744 enterprises and individu-
als to two of its fund-raising initia-
tives.

In  2020,  the  charity  collected  
$5.6 million from 1,540 businesses 
and individuals.

Its  chairman,  Mr  Koh  Choon  
Hui, said at a donor appreciation 
ceremony  at  the  ParkRoyal  on  
Beach Road hotel: “In 2020, as Sin-
gapore was grappling with the real-
ities of living with Covid-19, chil-
dren  felt  confused  and  worried  
about the ongoing uncertainties.

“In fact, over the past two years, 
appeal for financial assistance has 
been (greater) than (in) pre-Covid 
times... a clear indication of how 
the  lower-income  families  have  
been hit harder by the pandemic.”

In his speech at the event, Se-
nior Minister Teo Chee Hean, who 

is the charity’s patron, said: “Chil-
dren represent our hope and our 
future. We want to do our best and 
ensure the well-being of each and 
every child, in particular, those in 
need of care and protection.

“Going through tough times to-
gether  is  the  true  test  of  the  
strength of our social fabric – how 
well we take care of one another, 
and give a helping hand to those 
who have fallen behind, so that we 
can overcome our difficulties and 
progress as one as a society.” 

Mr Teo added that he was heart-
ened by the response for the organ-
isation’s two initiatives: the 1000 
Enterprises for Children-in Need 
and  1000  Philanthropists  pro-
grammes,  dubbed  1000E  and  
1000P respectively. 

The 1000E  and  1000P,  which  
were launched in 2009 and 2014 
respectively,  saw  participants’  
ranks  swell  over  the  past  two  
years, according to Mr Koh.

The 1000E is made up of 635 en-
terprises, 60 of which had joined 
last year, while the 1000P initia-
tive saw its membership grow to 
1,109 individual donors, of whom 
144 are new to the programme. 

Pre-school education company 
Maplebear, one of the society’s pa-
tron  entreprises  and  its  biggest  

donor, raised $125,000 last year.
Maplebear chief executive Patri-

cia Koh said: “We used to raise the 
funds through a  carnival  organ-
ised  by  the  teachers  but  when  
Covid-19 came,  we  were  a  little  
stuck.

“We decided to let each of our 
centres have their own initiative 
to raise funds, such as our story 
box initiative last year, where par-
ents donated a minimum of $25 
for a shoe box that was used in a 
learning activity with their chil-
dren.”

Individual donor Lim Han, 38, 
and  his  wife,  Madam  Moon  Ji-
young,  37,  donated  $30,000,  
mostly from their wedding hong-
bao takings. The couple got mar-
ried last year.

“All  the  preparations  had  al-
ready been done, so we decided a 
month  before  the  wedding  that  
we would donate what our guests 
were going to give us to the Chil-
dren’s Society.

“We did not want to tell them be-
forehand in case it influenced the 
amount they gave and we thought 
it would be a way to raise aware-
ness,” said Mr Lim, who works in 
the shipping industry. 
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Senior Minister 
Teo Chee 
Hean (at left) 
and Singapore 
Children’s 
Society chairman 
Koh Choon Hui 
(far right) with 
individual donor 
Lim Han and
his wife Moon 
Ji-young, who 
donated 
$30,000, mostly 
comprised of 
their wedding 
hongbao takings 
when they got 
married last 
year. PHOTO: 
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Fancy a drone-delivered 
pizza at St John’s island? 

SINGAPORE

24/34ºC

OUTLOOK

Friday & Saturday: 
Afternoon thundery showers

Today: 2.22am (2.9m), 
9.11am (0.4m), 3.54pm (2.4m), 
9.13pm (1.4m).

Tomorrow: 3.03am (2.7m), 
10.11am (0.5m), 5.18pm (2.2m), 
10.03pm (1.6m). 

TIDES

Rise

12am
Set

12.09pm

Rise

7.08am
Set

7.15pm

AIR QUALITY

PSI32-49(Good)
24-hour reading as at 6pm yesterday

Weather

over many areas in the 
afternoon.

THUNDERY SHOWERS

Singapore Children’s Society raised 
$12m to help needy kids in last 2 years

$10
Daily fuel rebate Tada drivers can 
earn for completing 19 trips daily 
between April 4 and 17 in a new 
campaign.

Sentosa Development Corporation (SDC) is collaborating with ST Engineering 
and foodpanda in the drone food-delivery pilot. 

April 2020
Singapore’s first drone delivery 
takes flight: a parcel containing 
2kg of vitamins is dropped off on 
a ship anchored off the island.

The  2.7km,  seven-minute  
flight  took  off  from  Marina  
South Pier – the result of a one-
year deal inked between ship-
ping firm Eastern Pacific Ship-
ping and local start-up F-drones.

Each drone can take up to 5kg 
of supplies and travel up to 5km 
offshore each way.

August 2020
ST Engineering and foodpanda 
partner to deliver five packets of 
fried  chicken  from  Marina  
South Pier to a PACC Offshore 
Services Holdings vessel in a test 
flight. The delivery to the vessel 
located  3km  off  the  pier  took  
about 10 minutes.

April 2021
The  country’s  first  Maritime  
Drone Estate  in  Marina South 
Pier is launched, allowing mar-
itime drone fliers to test their 
wares,  including  by  delivering  
3D-printed shipping parts to ves-
sels  docked  near  Singapore’s  
shores.

March 2022
As at March, British outfit Sky-
ports, home-grown technology 
giant ST Engineering, and local 
start-up F-drones have received 
approval from the Civil Aviation 
Authority of Singapore (CAAS) 
to begin recurring commercial  
trials out of the Maritime Drone 
Estate.

They deliver  small  items like 
cash, 3D-printed shipping parts 
and  fuel  samples  from  Marina  
South to ships out at sea.

Deliveries by drone in S’pore
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