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“Dhon't talk to strangers™ may be
casy advice to give children, but it
is jusxt not enough In the age of so-
cinl medin, sgd social workers and
T, i

They called for more Lo be done
to educate young people and par-
ents on online risks after news that
a Malaysian engineer, over a span
i Tthl'l-'!,'l!'ilT'.._ abmased A1 hr:-'!.n: here,

“The current lamddcarse 15 (deli-
ritely insufficient fo [Ir-il'.l:'l.'l kidls
[eom swch wiolations,” said Mol
mein-Kallang GHRC M enlse
Phua, whe chairs the Government
Parliamentary Committee (GPC)
for Soclal and Family Develop-
ment,

[ist I‘:lil.lﬂ}. K i.-}-e'.'.:'-nI-:_J ‘r':'.[:-
Weng Wah admitied e preying on
31 wictims aged between 17 and 15,
He has not been sentenced yet

He sexually groomed the boys af-
ter befriending them on Facebook,
and eEither sochormised or baed oral
ok wWith A0 of ehem, The acis ook
ace at varous locations, inchal
ing flats in Woodlands, Yishun,
Hougang and Changi, a Hatel £1 In
Gevlang, and swimming complex-
es in Hougang and Tampines, as
well as Tampdres Stadiam.

Call to educate children,
parents on online risks

The sexwal asiaudts went unde-
tected untll onewictlm lodged a po
Llee report tn June 2002, A makd al
Yap's Yishun flat three moenths lat-
er uncoversd moes than 2,000 sex
wideos, including thode involving
him and voung baoys.

Thi case, described by the prose-
cution as the worst of its kind, has
jrgt the speathight m sexual grooam-
img and howw childeen, bearing
shame, stigma or belng reprimand-
eidl, cian keeq silent about abase,

A5 Phua sadcl '_'i.l'gﬂ;:-:'.[n:_q:: vhil-
drest are “eguipped with bechnical
skills at a pace that does nol match
the need to discern and protect
threamselves”

Accobding 0 a 2012 survey, Sin
gapomean youlh spend 5'% howrs
online daily.

Schonl currfculom o the risks

MPs and social workers say more must be done
after ‘worst of its kind’ sexual grooming case

of wocial media and sexual groom-
ing needs to be 5tn:ng.:m:nn:1. said
Mr Zagy Mohamad, Chua Chu
Kang GEC MP and chairman of the
GIMC for Communications and In-
formation,

®lr Cheorng, B Jay, assistart man-
agoer at Touch ['.:.-'Iu_': Wl I ress,
which provides Indernet satety
traiming in schoals, echoed ke call,

He said il was imporlant o edie-
caloss and parents to keep up 1o
date on the increasing plethora of
anline platforms wsed by young
peaple,

"1F e cannot stop children
from r”!'l.'li"lk: online frienids, ot

feast teach them to tell someonc
about whete they are golng, a1 to
l"mg a friend along,” he added.

o show how ecasily children
can '.'all into online traps, he spoke
of a case in which a 13-ycar-old hoy
befriended someone he thought
was a girl around bis age.

Their online chats qulckly grew
“loveey dowver”, “she” then asked
for E50 and, desperate o fulfl the
request, he asked his parents for
the money. They relented only af-
ter the boy agreed toomeet ina pub-
lic place and to have them cbserve
trom a clistamee. Instead of a young
girl a man i his $0% showed wp.

“That's the tricky part because
when i cormes 10 ognline g,rllr_:-n]i_n_u.
A Ind oof times, it starts o being very
casual, to galn lrust, before the
chats turmn into something else,”
said Mr Chong. Given that perpe-
tratosrs odbesn ase fake ddentities, it
hecomes even harder for a child wo
undersland what is really golng on.

Yap typically contacted the boys
using the ideptity of an 1R-veag-old
palytechnic student. He gained
their trust by portraving himselt as
an obder brother or mentor, o
SOTTIE CalSCSs T 'I-'-'II'I_".!Z'\-G T 11'II1'.'..,'1'\-|I

fr Chnngg said in iz nine yrars
of training youth in cyber wellness,
miost do not tell thelr parents abowt
guestionable online experiences.

This is l.\.'h:.' parents must main-
taln close relationships with their
children, .and create an environ-

ment in which young people do
nit fegl the 1-'.||II et reprimanded
“for being cheated”, he added,

lampines RO M Baey Yam
Keng, chairmsn of the GPC for Cul-
ture, Commurity and Youlh, add-
el URuch relationships most e
built from young, so that children
are comborlable with haring tiveir
thoughts, experlences and prob-
lemns"

ol thes allow parenis Lo moni-
tor the child™ activities and rela
Homships — including those forped
carling withont making it look
like they are policing the child, sasd
Mr Bdwin Yim, director ol the
Asian Women™s Welfare Assoscii-
tion ]ia:m]}' HETVICRS,

There are warning signs to look
ont for, Singapore Children's Socie-
1y execulive directar Allied Tan
saic these inclode children Ilc_'in_!!
viry active online late at night, o
receiving gifts they cannot affond,

br Yim sald it 15 also important
L4 eacly Ceiak g Chuilcl ress sedin are S
-:'E:lll}r iseelated amdd hawve tronble
JJ'.d]-q.IJ'q,' frierids, amd who i to
the Intesmet to HIl the vodd.

He said: “The kid who sits at the
cormer of the classroom who's the
st |;i_1|‘.|'1' — samnebimes, hie's the
one with the most problems.”
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