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NUS launches
award for alumni
in social work

By SANDRA DAVIE
SCRICR EDUCATION CURBESPONDENT

TO MARK the 85th ansdversary
of its faculty of arts and social
seiences, the Malbional Univer-
sily of Singapore [MUS) has
lannched an award bo recognise
glemni who bave contnbuied to
Singapore in fhe area of social
Wik,

The Anp Wee NUS Social
Work Alumnd Award i35 named
after the woman aften deseribed
a5 the founding mather af soeial
work in Singapuse,

Faculty dean EBrenda Yeoh
said several alomnd and friends
af Mrs Wee mootad the idea for
the award in appreciation of her
tremendons conttibutions Lo s0-
cial work in 51'1nf_.ap-:|-:;.

“The naming af the award
dlso reflects the affection we all
have for her as the bongest=serv-
ing head of department,” sald
Professor Yeoh.

She noted that pATs Wee, as
head of the social work Jdepart-
mont frorm 1947 bo 1987, lobhied
tar ot to have an honours couzse,
It was introduced in 1985

Today, the S8-year=-old re-
meains =1 the rl:TI.:q'h'rrﬂ:l d% An a-
sociale professorial Fellow.,

Hailing from Rrilain, she fell
tn love with a Singapoteéan and
maved to Singapote arpund G0
pears ago to meke it ker home,

After four years as a leacher,
she Decanee o training offizer at
the then Social Welfare Depart-
ment. She learnt* Hokkien and
Cantonese on the job 2o that ske
could commumicate with the fam-

ilics she worked with,

Al The then L.'m-.-n:-rs]’.:,' af Ma-
laya, the Department of Social
Stwdies wius established in 1956,
and Mrs Wee joined (n 1957,

Besides her woek at the ani
versity, she wolumtesred on the
juvenile Court's advisory panel
for close to 40 years.

She was & member of the
Women's Charler Review Com-
miittes, the Singapore Children's
Society Adoptlicn Sub-comimit-
tee and the Tribunal for the
Maintenance of Paronts,

I 2010, she was awarded the
Meritorious Service Medal - giv-
en to those who have made sig-
nificant and longstanding contri-
bulions to Singapore.

Trof Yeoh said the new awand
will be given bo alumuni who heave
5 similay sparat of spttained
commitment and contribution to
the profession and te societal
well-being,

She adde] that the f&-l:l,dh.' of
arts and social #ciences has
come a Jong way since (b5 hom-
ble beginnines as 4 group of sub-
jects offered by Raffles College
n 199, “It s now one of the
largest faculties at WUS, We of -
ler 20 majors. 13 multidiscipli-
nary mirors, 13 languages and
joint degrees with facullies and
university partners overseas,”

Dwer Lthe yeass, it alumni
have exeelled in mary arcas, ghe
said. They inchade Emerilus Sen-
ir Minister Goh Chok Tong,
former president 5 & Mathan and
Eee Euan Yew School of Public
Policy dean Kishore Mahbuband.
4 sandeaEsph comusg



