Drug abuse among
youth on the rise

Total arrests fall, but two-thirds of
new abusers nabbed are below 30

By DANSON CHEDONG

MORE young people are getting
hooked on drugs even as the dmg
situation here shows sdgns of lm-
proving.

According to latest stalistics
from the Central Marcotics Bureau
(CNB), there were 3,08% drug abuig-
ers arrested last year, 14 per cent
fewer than the 3,551 in 2013,

The value of drugs scized also
declned dramatically - amouniing
to $8.14 million last year compared
to more than $20 mdllion the vear
before.

But despite the decrease,
twao-thirds of the 1,058 new abas-
ers arrested were below the age of
30. Five yvears ago, this group mads
up only about half of the number
of new abusers.

The CHB highlighted this grow-
ing problem in a statement yesler-
day. "“More of our young people
are trying drugs.” said its director
M Ser Song.

The data tallies with whal semne
voluntary welfare organisalions
here are noticing = that ubusers are
starting to experfment with drugs

at & younger age.

“Even as recently a8 bwo years
ago, we would see some abusers at
15 or 14 years old. Mow we are spo-
ing them as young as 1} of 4.7
said [ Carol Balhetchet, senfor di-
rector for youth services at the Sin-
gapore Children's Sociely.

Dr Balhetchet said this was prob-
ably beczuse information on drsgls
andl where to get Uem is readily
availsble on the Intermel.

“Then their peers talk about it
and emcourage them ta experi-
ment,” she said.

Senior Minister of Siale for
Hoime Affalrs Mas;ﬂus Fualkafl gwid
methamphetamine or “lee” g be-
ing pitched to young people by
pushers as a drug that is hard to de-
tect and is bemign.

“Iee has been marketed to our
young... a5 beneficial (to their
needs), to stay slim, study long
bz and so forth,™ sajd Mr Masa-
gos, who chairs a multi-agency
task force fackling growing drog
abuse among youth.

But methamphetamine abuse
can  cause severe  peyvchoses.
Long-term uste can also cause

brain damage. It was the drog of
chodee for new abtters lagt yoar -
with 6% per cent addicted 1o 1.

And despite the amount of meth-
amphetamine seized dropping by
about 72 per cenl, the authorilies
foursd miore of it being set astde for
the local market - just over 9kg of
tho 12.41kg seized, encugh to sus-
tain 1,200 dbuzers for a month.

Methamphetamine and herain
abusers made up 92 per cenl of the
arrests last year.

Thiz iz alzo the frst year thal
Mew Psychoachve Substances - a
range of synthetic drags which in-
clade “bath salts™ and “meow me-
ow™, & popular alternative Lo éccla-
£y — have been included in the an-
nual release, with 470 tablets and
114, 36g of the drugs scized.

Mr Vikram Malr, who gits on the
Governiment Parlinmentary Comm-
mittes for Home Affairs and Law,
suidl tough enforcement must con-
timie. "The CHE needs to keep
tabg on schoaols and reach out ko
places where the youth ane at. Fam-
fly service centres should continue
bo reach out to at-risk youth and
kecp them from falling into bad
habits because of bad company,”
gaid Mir Mair, an MP lor Sem-
bawang GRC.
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