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Singapore Children’s Society’s inaugural
Charity TV show raised a record $4.6

million; the money will help cover part of
its $12.5 million operating cost
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Speaker of Parliament Mdm Halimah Yacob
receiving a token of appreciation from
Chairman of Singapore Children’s Society
Mr Koh Choon Hui.
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jhe star appeal of close to 20 local and foreign artistes, and
hip hop dancing and pop song renditions by the Society’s youths
proved a winning combination, raising $4.6 million at our first-
ever Charity TV Show in July.
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Our largest fund-raising event of the year was presented,
storybook fashion, in ten chapters. Each featured real life cases
handled by the Society, ranging from those involving abused and
neglected children brought to Sunbeam Place, to those of youths
who made good after joining the Society’s youth drop-in centres.

The three-hour show screened ‘live’ on MediaCorp Channel 8
was hosted by MediaCorp actor-host Guo Liang and Taiwanese
Mandopop singer-actress and TV host Bowie Tsang, and also
starred Children Society’s youths from Youth Centre (Jurong).
Speaker of Parliament Mdm Halimah Yacob was the Guest-
of-Honour.

Beyond fund-raising, the show highlighted some of the issues the
Society grapples with daily, said chairman Mr Koh Choon Hui at a
press conference before the event.
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py ‘Gutsy Grandma

Prompts CEO’s Personal Pledge

ife for Jack* and Jackson™, aged 7 and 8, was happy. But
then an accident left their father with a brain injury, and life
changed dramatically. The damage to his frontal lobe meant
he would lash out at the slightest irritation.

Before long, he was beating the children.Their mother turned
to alcohol, and eventually left. The beatings became even
worse. He would choke or whip them with his belt, and
mealtimes were often forgotten.

Grandma Seah Lye Poh became increasingly concerned about
the children’s safety, and stocked up on instant noodles and
biscuits so they would not starve. When the abuse became
worse and more frequent, she turned to the boys’ school for
help. Eventually, she managed to get them refuge at Sunbeam
Place. But it was not an easy transition — the children acted
out and remained unmotivated. Their father eventually lost
his house and was admitted to a nursing home for medical
attention.

Mdm Seah, 68, took on two jobs to settle outstanding debts.
She shuffled between Sunbeam Place and the nursing home,
trying to retain some semblance of family.

This story of a family broken, told during the Society’s recent
Charity TV Show, touched many hearts, including that of Mr Neo
Kah Kiat, Founder, Chairman and CEO of Neo Group Limited.

Tl needs of the children we nurture are more complex today
eoimpared to earlier years. Beyond fund-raising we hope that
the show will also bring about greater public awareness of the
wmmtion our children are in,” he said.

Thiz show culminated in a cheque presentation to our two
Chamond Supporters, Feng Ming Construction Pte Ltd and NTUC
FairPrice Foundation. Our top Individual Supporter was 95-year-
edd Mdm Ho Yun Wai, who generously donated $500,000.

#. big thank you to all who lent their support! Your donation will
muake a difference to children, youths and families in need.

Inspired by Madam Seah’s selflessness in protecting her
grandchildren, 10 and |1, he wanted to help.

Meeting Mdm Seah on | | August at Shangri-La Hotel, Mr Neo
presented her with a $10,000 cheque to help defray her day-
to-day living expenses and to settle her outstanding debt.

Said Mr Kurt Wee, Chairman of the Appeals Standing
Committee at Singapore Children’s Society: “We are
very encouraged by Mr Neo’s contribution and hope that
more individuals like Mr Neo will step forward to assist
those in need.”

Last month, Neo Group donated $20,000 during the
Children’s Society’s Charity TV Show. The show’s proceeds
will help fund the Society’s 61 programmes and services,
which benefit more than 71,000 children, youths and

their families. ‘ ’
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* Names have been changed to protect the children’s identities
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' Singapore Children’s Society )
Awards Presentation 2013
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The then-Acting Minister for Social and Family Development, Mr Chan
Chun Sing receiving a token of appreciation from Chairman of Singapore
Children’s Society, Mr Koh Choon Hui.

MrTan Suee Chieh
receiving the Ruth Wong
award from then-Acting
Minister for Social and
Family Development
Mr Chan Chun Sing.

Singapore Children’s Society Awards
2013 Recipients

SERVICE CATEGORY

Ruth Wong Award ~ Mr Tan Suee Chieh
Gopal Haridas Award The Family of the Late Mdm Chin Mee Ngo

Gold Service Award  Mrs Joanna Ang
Singapore Pools

Ms Annie Gan

Mr Danny Wong Kok Keong

Eastspring Investments (Singapore) Limited
Mr Johnny Ng Boon Ping

Silver Service Award

Ms Srividhya Sridhar
Commendation Mr Andrew Sindhunatha
Service Award Ms Audrey Chua Sing Li

Mr Lark Lim Chwee Chua

Nanyang Polytechnic School of
Information Technology

Singapore Institute of Management
Psychology Society

J% record 6| awards were presented to our volunteers and
donors at the Singapore Children’s Society Awards in June, with
Mr Tan Suee Chieh and the family of the late Mdm Chin Mee Ngo
receiving the two most prestigious awards.

The then-Acting Minister for Social and Family Development, Mr
Chan Chun Sing was the Guest-of-Honour. He handed out the
awards at a ceremony at the Pan Pacific hotel.

Mr Tan, who has volunteered at the Society since 1992, received
the Ruth Wong award. As Vice Chairman of the Society’s
Executive Committee and Chairman of the Audit Committee, he
has consistently offered sound advice and guidance to the staff
and to fellow committee members. Mr Tan was then the Chief
Executive of NTUC Income Co-operative Limited.

The family of the late Mdm Chin Mee Ngo received the
Gopal Haridas Award. Mdm Chin was known as a big hearted
philanthropist who regularly volunteered at and donated to
various charities and homes. The $1.38 million received from
her estate is the largest single donation yet from the estate of
a deceased person.

Five awards were also handed out under a new category — the
Commendation Service Award. This award recognises those who
have volunteered their services and made a significant contribution
to the Society on an ad-hoc basis for less than five years.

The Awards dinner was sponsored by NTUC Income Insurance
Co-operative Limited, Tote Board and Singapore Pools, Lee
Foundation and our community partner, OCBC Bank.

FUND-RAISING CATEGORY
Platinum Award NTUC Income Insurance
Co-operative Limited
Seagate Technology International

Gold Award

Air Line Pilots Association Singapore
Amway (Singapore) Pte Ltd

Far East Organization

Herbalife International Singapore Pte Ltd
Lee Foundation

MI Limited

Map Pacific Pte Ltd

Dr N K Yong and Mrs Melina Yong
National Environment Agency

Star Controls Engineering Co. Pte Ltd
Mr Tan Kok Teng

The Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf (S) Pte Ltd
The Family of the Late Mdm Teo Chin Luan
Tote Board and Singapore Pools




Singapore Children’s Society Awards
2013 Recipients

Silver Award Amtek Precision Technology Pte Ltd Nadathur Fareast Pte Ltd Ms Helen Tjandra receiving the
Mr Ang Poh Siew Dr Ng Chin Siau Gf"fh"’ fHaa'(f’“;f“hW‘”ﬁtO“ behell
Asia Polyurethane Mfg Pte Ltd Noble Group Limited (;/Idr:Chrizl}/Vlee ,\el;: el h
Capita Pte Ltd Pan Pacific Singapore G
Mr Chan Heng Kian Mr Pe Kok Boon
Charles & Keith (Singapore) Pte Ltd Roche Singapore Pte Ltd
CME Group Rose Marie Khoo Foundation
Mr Eddie Tan Cheng Soo SAP Asia Pte Ltd
EL Development (Clementi) Pte Ltd Star Pest Control Pte Ltd
Furama Pte Ltd The Family of the Late
Mr Goh Ing Sing Mr Cheng Moh Yun
GTH Consultancy Services Pte Ltd The Family of the Late
Keppel Corporation Limited Mdm Cho Yeok Fong
Lim & Tan Securities Pte Ltd Mr Ti Lian Seng
Lucrum Capital Pte Ltd Union Contractors (S) Pte Ltd
N.R. Mistri Singapore Trust Wee Aik Koon Pte Ltd
Wilmar International Limited
T — . — N £ -
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Beating the :
LiInseen Bullies

of South Australia. She pointed to the
dangers of ‘covert bullying’. Because it is
unseen, many adults remain unaware.

r Johnny Ng recalls when his 10-year-
old daughter came back from school one
day looking unhappy. A small group of
classmates were excluding her from their
conversations and whispered behind her
back, she related. That she was a victim of
bullying became clear to the father of two
when he attended the Bully-Free Forum.

She also addressed its impact and
consequences, and shared detection and
management strategies. One common
method used by young people these days
is cyberbullying, where the bullying is not

An initiative by the Children’s Society, just behind the scenes, but “behind the

the annual forum, launched in 2007, helps
parents and educators recognise the signs
of bullying in children, and teaches them
how to help.

The theme for this year’s instalment,
held on 17 August at Republic
Polytechnic, was ‘Covert Bullying: What
Goes on Behind the Scenes’. The Guest-
of-Honour was Ms Sim Ann, Senior
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of
Communications and Information, and
Ministry of Education.

The guest speaker was Dr Barbara Spears,
Co-Director of the Citizenship and
Wellbeing Research Group at the Centre
for Research in Education, and a Senior
Lecturer from the Division of Education,
Arts and Social Sciences at the University

@

screens”, she explained. Her rallying call:
identify and stop it while the child is young
since it can have a large impact during his
or her growing-up years.

In Mr Ng’s case, he put the strategies
he learnt into action.“While comforting
her and teaching her how to handle her
unhappiness, | also took the appropriate =«
action and spoke to her form teacher. ™
The issue has since been resolved. Her &
classmates have begun talking to herg
again,” he said.
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Partners

for Better Care

in Yishun

NMERS AWAT

:70 ingapore Children’s Society has received thm PEMDsE]
Partners Award for the Wrap Around Care (W& Frojecc
through which both agencies have been prowiding asswanca o
Yishun’s Malay/Muslim community.

The Family Service Centre (Yishun) has been wearlang with Yrgman
MENDAKI for the past five years on the WAL Projecr which ofers
counsel and assistance to the Malay/Muslim community in Tishun.

Senior Director of Family Service Centre (Yishun) Ms Koh Wah Khoon
(centre) receiving the MENDAKI Partners Award from Minister for
Communications and Information, and Minister-in-charge of Muslim
Affairs, Assoc Prof DrYaacob Ibrahim, on 8 June 2013. On her left is

“Through the WAC project, our caseworkers could tap on the
resources and expertise of MENDAKI which was particularly helpful
with chronic and complex cases. We are happy to continue to

partner with MENDAKI to help those in need,” says Ms Koh.

Staff Promotions 2013
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Mdm Moliah Hashim, CEO of Yayasan MENDAKI.
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Singapore Children’s Society
congratulates our Executive
Committee members for being
conferred National Day Awards
this year:

* MrWongYew Meng
The Public Service Star
(Bintang Bakti Masyarakat)

* Mr Alex Lee Ka But
The Public Service Medal
(Pingat Bakti Masyarakat)
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Once too shy to break into a move in
front of friends, dance lover Mohd Ismail
Yusoff was like a new person as he held
the stage at the YouthGIG (Gain. Inspire.
Give) 2013 concert, held on 8 September
at Shuqun Secondary School.

The 17-year-old was the picture of
confidence as the event’s emcee and a hip-
hop performer,alongside close to 50 other
youths from the Singapore Children’s
Society Youth Centre (Jurong).

Themed Youth Appreciate, the concert
gave the Centre’s eight- to [8-year-old

Pausing<\)
for a Cause

£im Tse Puay, 16, a student from
Dunman High School, negotiates Tiong
Bahru Road with a big smile on her face. It
is the Singapore Children’s Society’s annual
Flag Day on 3 August.

She spots a lady in her mid-30s and tells her
about how much of a difference her donation
can make to the Society’s cause. She tells
her about the children who need help.

The lady obliges, and, as the day goes by,
spare change changes lives, thanks to the
over 700 volunteers, including Tse Puay,
pounding pavements to make a difference.

“It was tiring, but the many warm
responses from passers-by who donated
made it all worthwhile,” said Tse Puay.

charges the opportunity to reflect on
their lives and express their appreciation
towards the people and things that make
their lives meaningful.

The theme of appreciation came from the
youth themselves, reveals Ms Christina
Appadoo, Deputy Director of Youth
Centre (Jurong): “We collated suggestions
from the youths for this year’s theme and
it turned out that many wanted to express
their gratitude to those around them, such
as family and friends, and even for the
experiences they have had.”

Tee wolemesrs came drom secondry
schools and universities, as well as
companies. They had gathered at the
Jalan Besar Community Centre to pick
up their donation bags and stickers
that morning and had then fanned out
to 17 high-traffic locations islandwide
by 9am. The participating schools and
companies also helped raise funds
through their own internal collections.

Singapore Children’s Society would
like to thank all donors, participating
schools and companies for their effort
and support! I

Moving to the Beat of Appreciati(;z x#

Mohd Ismail’s thanks, for instance, went
out to the Centre’s counsellors, who
helped him conquer his shyness, he
shares, adding: “This year’s YouthGIG was
significant for me because it was my time
to shine. It was a big honour to be both
the emcee and a performer; and to be able
share my experience with others.”

The Guest-of-Honour for this year's
YouthGIG was Mr Desmond Lee, Minister
of State for National Development and
Adviser for Jurong GRC Grassroots
Organisations. This is the sixth time
YouthGIG has been held.

Ahead of the event, the youths participated
in a photography competition in which
they captured the people and things
they appreciated. The winning shots
were exhibited and videos with personal
messages were broadcast during the
concert. Concertgoers also got a chance
to capture their YouthGIG memories at an
interactive photo booth, with the first 50
participants getting a copy of the photo as
a memento.

The Singapore Children’s Society Youth
Centre (Jurong) cares for approximately
600 youths.



.9' n one corner of Evergreen Home, a 10-year-old boy steadies
the hand of his elderly friend on the mouse as he takes on a
game of Jewel Quest. Across the room, a young teen whoops in
delight as crayons, paint and construction paper morph into a
swan in the skilled hands of another resident.

Through the Community Involvement Project, the annual June
and December holidays have become a time for Sunbeam Place’s
young boards, aged 10 to |5, to spend time with the elderly
residents from the neighbouring Evergreen Home.

In June, |15 Sunbeam Place residents trooped next door thrice a
week, and had inter-generational fun through miniature bowling,
the guessing game, art and craft, and computer games. Being IT
savvy, the younger ones relished being able to play teacher and
guide into the world of technology, and teamed up with their
elderly friends to try and beat other teams at games.

Roles were reversed when the Evergreen Home residents invited
Sunbeam Place residents into a world of creativity armed with basic
art materials. Oohs and aahs ensued, leaving smiles all around.

Activities like this help strengthen the bond between the
generations, said Dr Siew Lai Keun, Director of Sunbeam Place. It
teaches Sunbeam Place residents to be respectful of the elderly
and to know how and when they can help. The elderly, too, feel
engaged, respected and involved. -

During the next school holidays, a fresh
batch of Sunbeam Place residents will have
the opportunity to participate in this
meaningful

Community

Involvement

activity.

Raising

Rain or Shine

ven the wet weather could not dampen the mood as more
than 3,000 participants showed up at Bishan-Ang Mo Kio
Park to Walk for Our Children on 29 September.

The Society’s annual walkathon fundraiser raised more
than $300,000 while encouraging families to spend quality
time together.

Health Minister Gan Kim Yong flagged off the 3km walk,
and braved the rain to complete it alongside the other
participants.

An iconic feature of this year’s festivities was a four-metre-
tall windmill that stood in a garden of 5,000 pinwheels,
symbolising the hopes and dreams of children in need. It
drew whoops of delight when then-NTUC Income CEO, Mr
Tan Suee Chieh set it in motion to launch the start of the
Walkathon.

Other highlights of the event included a Zumba dance
workout, magic shows and wushu acts. There were also 40
stalls offering up a smorgasbord of food and drinks, as well as
trinkets and games.A large bouncy castle also kept the young
ones entertained all day.

The proceeds, raised through sales of carnival coupons
and pinwheels, will further the Society’s mission of bringing
relief and happiness to children in need.Thank you to all our
participants, sponsors and volunteers!



)

Training in the

Right Values

Once a week, the five and six year olds
at Henderson’s two PAP Community
Foundation kindergartens embark on
a little journey leading to one of six
destinations: Filial Responsibility, Respect,
Gratitude, Kindness, the value of Hard
Work and Honesty.

Part of the Choo Choo Train programme
initiated by the Children Service Centre,
they explore these positive values through
hands-on activities like puppetry, art and
craft, role playing and storytelling. Says Ms
Nas, a teacher at PCF Radin Mas, “The

+

children look forward to this programme
every week. They enjoy themselves,
especially the train ride towards the end
of the session!”

The programme, which kicked off on 20
February, is made up of 24 sessions. At
the end of each series, parents receive
‘train tickets’ informing them what their
children have learnt and enlisting their
help in reinforcing the messages.

Through this outreach programme, the
Society hopes that the children will learn
how to apply these values in their daily
lives, and that the values learnt become
guiding principles in their later years.
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Hari Raya and National Day Cheer Comes to

Jamiyah Children’s Home

t took three whole months for the youths
from the Society’s Youth Centre (Jurong) and
the KI students from Little Wings Jurong
Spring Childcare Centre to perfect their
Dikir Barat moves. But it all paid off on 16
August at a performance at the Jamiyah
Children’s Home (Darul Ma’'wa).

Some 30 children and youths executed
the traditional Malay art form — complete

with songs, percussion instruments and
coordinated hand movements — with panache,
much to the delight of the Home’s residents.

Along the way, they also discovered more
about Malay culture and had the opportunity
to learn about the festivals that Muslims
celebrate, including Hari Raya Puasa.

By way of thanks, the residents of Jamiyah

Children’s Home performed a Malay
contemporary dance.

As it was a double celebration, since
Singapore’s National Day also falls in the
month of August, the concert wrapped up
with all three groups coming together in a
unison of National Day songs.

The children were joined by Mr Desmond
Lee, then-Member of Parliament for
Jurong GRC, and Adviser to Jurong GRC
Grassroots Organisations (Jurong Spring).

Such celebrations are a way for grassroots
organisations to promote active citizenry,
through which citizens create and witness
community spirit in our neighbourhoods.
It was also a chance for the youths at
Children’s Society Youth Centre (Jurong) to
hone their leadership and communication
skills while exercising compassion.



The Giving

8ven when he was young, giving to the
less fortunate was always second nature
to Executive Chairman of Serial System
Dr Derek Goh.

So when the Singapore Children’s Society
put out its appeal for the 1000 Enterprises
for Children-in-Need programme, it was
no surprise that he came forward.

Serial System was one of the first
companies that embraced the programme
when it began in 2009. It joined as a

to Give

Never Too Young

=7

Ambassador ——

Participating Enterprise before becoming
a Leading Enterprise in 2012, making an
annual donation of over $10,000.

Dr Goh has also become an advocate of
the programme, canvassing for support
within his personal and professional
networks. In the last five years, he has
brought 20 other supporters into the
Society’s donor network.

In March, Singapore Children’s Society
formally appointed and recognised Dr
Goh as one of our three [000E
Ambassadors. 1000E Ambassadors are
those who help recruit business
professionals and individuals to raise
funds and awareness on behalf of the
Society within their business and
social circles.

Thank you Dr Goh on behalf of all of
us at the Children’s Society for your
continued support.

Deputy Prime Minister Mr
Teo Chee Hean presented
Executive Chairman of Serial
System Dr Derek Goh a
certificate of appreciation at
this year’s 1000 Enterprises
for Children-in-Need
programme appreciation
dinner on 28 March.
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Teach your child bs ambraze tha values of gratitede and peadwil
by being a part of ther Linke Kindness Locs of Joy project Your
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For mora miormation, pleaan coniacs Ha Les 'WWen Ting or My
Michelle Too at 8273 2000, o7 emal welee@ichildrensoclety.
org.sg or mtoo@childrensociety.org.sg.

Want to get
involved in

1000E?

ake it your busiress to care for
children in need. Corporate groups
or companies can get involved in our
1000 Enterprises for Children-in-Need
initiative in the following ways:

* Leading Enterprise: Annual
donation of $10,000 and above; or

* Participating Enterprise: Annual
donation of between $1,000 and $9,999.

To show our appreciation, 1000E donors
are accorded the following:

¢ Logo and name acknowledgement on
our programme website
(www.1000e.org.sg)

* Name acknowledgement in our
“Thank You” advertisement in
The Straits Times

* Invitation for a company representative
to our annual appreciation event

* Token or Certificate of Appreciation

* 2.5 times tax exemption benefits

To be a part of this meaningful fundraising
project, visit www. 1 000e.org.sg

or email us at frd.corporate@
childrensociety.org.sg.

Strengthening
Family Bonds

o arm parents and caregivers with
positive parenting skills and enhance
family bonds, Singapore Children’s Society
offers Family Life Education Programmes
to companies, community centres and
public libraries.

As part of our outreach effort, we also
conduct talks and workshops in primary
and secondary schools, focusing on
enhancing children’s social and emotional
competencies.

For enquiries, please email Ms Tan Bee
Joo at bjtan@childrensociety.org.sg or Ms
Azlin Zainal at aabidin@childrensociety.
org.sg or call them at 6753 7331.
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Singapore Children’s Society wishes all a
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
S BEPEAS

Do your part in protecting the environment.

0pt to receive the Sunbeam e-newsletter today.

Help us go paperless today by emailing your salutation, name,
contact number and email address to
info@childrensociety.org.sg.

\

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN SOMEONE’S LIFE TODAY LUV

You can help Singapore Children’s Society in a number of ways. If you would like
to assist, kindly complete and return the reply slip below. Send it to: SINGAPORE
CHILDREN'’S SOCIETY, 298 Tiong Bahru Road #09-05 Central Plaza Singapore
168730. Submissions without any enclosures may be faxed to 6273 2013

Name Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms): _ NRICNo:
Address:

Tel: Fax:

Hp: E-mail:

[ I wish to donate $ to Singapore Children’s Society
[] Monthly [] One-time contribution

Type of donation:
[ Personal [J Company

[] Cheque/Money/Postal Order No.
“Singapore Children’s Society”

made payable to

[] Please send me a GIRO Form

[ Visa/Master Card/American Express Card/Diners

CardNoi: [[TTTTTTITIIITIIIIIT]  Exeiry Date: [TTT]

Signature Date

You can make online donations at our website:
www.childrensociety.org.sg/edonation/index.htm

Visit our
website

BEF Facebook

JHLITNENELL
DIRECTORY

Singapore Children’s Society

Corporate Office

298 Tiong Bahru Road #09-05 Central Plaza
Singapore 168730

Tel:6273 2010 Fax: 6273 2013

Children Service Centre

529 Bedok North Street 3 #01-570
Singapore 460529

Tel: 6448 6658 Fax: 6448 9896

Family Service Centre (Yishun)
107 Yishun Ring Road #01-233
Singapore 760107

Tel:6753 7331 Fax: 6753 2697

Research And Outreach Centre
9 Bishan PIaceJunctlon 8 #05-02
Singagore 5798

Tel: 6358 091 | Fax 6358 0936
RoundBox

OnePeople.sg

38| Toa Payoh Lorong 1 #01-12
Singapore ;

Tel: 6259 3735 Fax 6256 9443

Student Care Centre (Henderson)
129 Bukit Merah View #01-174
Singapore 150129

Tel: 6278 7856 Fax:6278 0191

Student Service Hub (Bukit Merah)

91 Henderson Road #01-112

Singapore 1500 |
Tel: 6276 5077 Fax 6276 5075

Sunbeam Place

28 Hong San Terrace
Singapore 68824

Tel: 6462 3477 Fax 6462 3371

Youth Centre (Jurong)

552 Jurong West St 42 #01-321
Singapore 640552

Tel: 6566 6989 Fax: 6566 6386

Youth Service Centre (Toa Payoh)
109 Toa Payoh Lorong 1 #01-316
Singapore ;

Tel: 6253 ||24 Fax 6256 9443

—
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